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THE KAFIR GROUP.
Concerning few languages near India did we know till lately so little as we did
regarding the dialects of Kafiristan. Our knowledge had not advanced owing to the fact
that for long it was assumed that there was one Kafir tongue which was called KafirL
In later time? it was assumed tbat because there were two main groups of Kafirs, viz*
the Siah-posh, or Black-clothed, and the Sufed-posh, or White-clothed, there were* there-
fore, two languages in Kafiristan corresponding to these two groups. Dr. Leitner, by his
KalasLa Grammar and Vocabulary, and Colonel Biddulph by his Bashgall Vocabulary,,
helped forward our knowledge regarding the speech of the tribes of Eastern Kafiristan*
and after that the progress of our information regarding the details of the language
or languages of that country was suspended till the publication of Colonel Davidson's
Bashgall Grammar in 1902. Sir George Robertson, in his Kdjirs of the Hindu-Kttgh
(London, 1896), gives us, on the other hand, some important information (pp. 74 and if.)
regarding ttie general language-distribution of the country.
It appears that the Siah-posh Kafirs, who, roughly speaking, people the northern
half and the East of Kafiristan, all speak various dialects of one language, of which
Bashgall, the speech of the people inhabiting the valley of the Bashgal River, may be
taken as the type. All tho tribes who wear the dark-coloured raiment seem at once to
understand each other, and to be able to converse fluently and without hesitation* The
Sufed-posh Kafirs occupy the centre and the south-east of the country, and consist
of three tribes, the Wai, the Presun or Verona and the Ashkuod. The first two of these
speak different languages which are mutually unintelligible, and both of which are
unintelligible to the Siah-poshis. These tribes cannot converse without the aid of inter-
preters. . Regarding the Ashkund., Sir George Robertson says,fi there is another important
tribe called the Ashkun (sic)) of whom, however, it was most difficult to get any infor-
mation. They are probably allied to the Wai/ The Wai inhabit the south-e^st of
Kafiristan, south of the junction of the Bashgal with the Qashqar River. The Presuas
inhabit an inuccessible valley in the centre, and the Ashkund lie to the south-west of the
Presun.
These languages of Kafiristan I place together under the name of the Eafir Group,
consisting of the following four languages, (1) Bashgall* (2) Wai-ala, (8) Wasi*veri or
Presun, and (4) Ashkund- They will be considered in the following pages.
To sum oip the information contained in the following detailed account of the Kafir
dialects, we had, previously to this survey, a grammar and two vocabularies of Bashgall^
so that we might claim to be supplied with information regarding the language of Siah-
poshis; Regarding the 8uted-pdshls5 we only knew for certain that there were two lan-
guages, Presun and Wai-ala, which were mutually unintelligible, and that perhaps there
was a third* Ashkund, Of these three we had one or more vocabularies of Wai-aias
while of the others, we did not know a single word or grammatical form.
la the present state of our knowledge, the classification of these dialects is a matter
of some doubt. While some of them show frequent instances of agreement with
Eranian languages, there can be no doubt1 that the general phonetic structure of most of